156.   SPEECH ON SWADESHI, AHMEDABAD
October 29, 1921
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
I do not have a single word to say now. I cannot think of one,
even if I try hard. My present mental condition does not permit
me to make a speech anywhere or to take part in a procession. In
any case, why should I have to make speeches or take part in
processions in Bombay, Ahmedabad or Gujarat?
The work should be carried on as if I was not present In Guja-
rat. If I have still to rouse Gujarat through my exhortations, then
I must admit that we shall not get swaraj this year. The very
meaning of swaraj is that Gujarat should be ready to stand on its
own feet and even forget me. Young and old, all should show
such fearlessness that, even if the best and the most important men
fall or are imprisoned, people will remain undaunted and say that
the struggle started by Gandhi is now theirs, that, if Gandhi has
gone mad and lost his head, they will not follow his example. When
we have this temper, it will be swaraj.
When I was invited to come here, I asked them to consult
Vallabhbhai, I follow the wishes of that leader. The leader who
has been shaking the whole of Gujarat knows best whether or not
I should speak here. I can never do anything in disregard of his
wishes. I can offer him advice and make suggestions, but I cannot
do anything against his wishes. Not to trust anyone, in the first
instance, is a sign of wisdom. But having trusted a person, one
must trust one's head to his judgment. It will not then do to
find fault with him over every little matter.
What else may I tell you today? Whatever I had to say
I have told you already. I like to light an oven. If I am asked
to apply the match-stick to any oven, I would do it only too
readily. I am a believer in non-violence. There is non-violence
and love in every fibre of my being. I have no desire to harm
anyone; I have never wished ill to anybody; I have never thought
of killing anyone. Though a believer in non-violence, I love to
consign foreign cloth to fire because, in burning foreign cloth,
we commit no sin but only effect self-purification. We commit
sin even when we bathe, eat or cook. Likewise, we may be
committing sin when we burn foreign cloth, but today we have
no choice but to do so. We cannot live without breathing or